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PRESS QUOTES 
 

 
“It is a jumpy road that the audience embarks on. But it is adventurous as well. It 
brings interesting historical facts to the table and lets us learn about things we 

would probably never hear about. Documentary at heart but hybrid in form, “Flying 
Tiger” combines many elements, from standard documentary to art performance, 

purely acted scenes, and animation.” 
- Marina Richter, Asian Movie Pulse 

 
“Dutta recounts all this with a delightful variety of aesthetic devices, from danced 
children's songs and road movie elements to carefully staged research interviews 

and artistic inventions on the riverbank.” 
- Silvia Hallensleben, taz - die tageszeitung 

 
 

“Flying Tigers is an aesthetically pleasing and content-rich piece of cinema that 
leaves viewers to spin the threads further.” 

- Bettina Fraschke, Hessische Niedersächsische Allgemeine 
 
 

"Blending archival material, staged performance, interviews, animation and musical 
sequences, Flying Tigers builds meaning through accumulation, where dates recur 

as markers across decades and vantage points keep shifting." 
 

"Flying Tigers turns form into argument: history is not a fixed narrative but 
something continually assembled from overlapping memories, cultures and 

movements. In that sense, Flying Tigers leaves viewers with a changed orientation 
toward time." 

- Poulomi Das, Mint Magazine 
 
 

“In Dutta’s hands, illness becomes an archive, and personal memory opens onto a 
meditation on war, infrastructure and the landscapes that continue to carry their 

imprint.” 
- Poulomi Das,  India Today 
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PRESS OVERVIEW 
 
January 2026 Caligari 
 Online film magazine 
 Mentioned as one of the highlights in the Forum program 

https://caligari.com.ar/en/the-selection-for-the-berlinale-2026-forum-and-foru
m-expanded-sections-was-announced/  

 
16 January 2026 Outlook India 
 Online outlet 
 FT mentioned in an overview article about Indian movies at Berlinale 

https://www.outlookindia.com/art-entertainment/in-which-annie-gives-it-thos
e-ones-restoration-to-premiere-at-berlin-film-festival  

  
23 February 2026 Weltexpresso 
 German Online outlet 
 Positive mention in an overview article about Forum films 

https://weltexpresso.de/index.php/kino/36602-berlinale-forum-wahlverwandts
chaft-gesellschaft-zu-den-32-filmen-im-berlinale-forum  

 
February 2026 Goethe Institut India 
 Website 
 Positive Mention in an overview article about Films from India in the Festival 
 Line-up 

https://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/kul/art/b26/iab.html  
 
5 February 2026 Zukunft braucht Erinnerung 
 German Blog for historical topics of our time 
 FT mentioned as one of the highlights in the program 
 https://www.zukunft-braucht-erinnerung.de/berlinale-2026/  
 
6 February 2026 Screen Daily 
 Trade magazine 
 FT announced as one of the highlights in the Forum section 

https://www.screendaily.com/features/berlin-2026-highlights-from-the-gener
ation-forum-and-panorama-documentary-lineups/5213415.article  

 
12 February 2026 Delhi Times 
 Daily Newspaper - print 
 Announcement of the film premiering at Berlinale 
 
12 February 2026 Business Doc Europe 
 Trade Magazine for documentary film 
 Interview with Madhusree Dutta 

https://businessdoceurope.com/berlin-forum-flying-tigers-by-madhusree-dutt
a/  
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13 February 2026 Variety 
 Trade Magazine 
 Mentioned in an overview article about Indian productions at Berlinale 

https://variety.com/2026/film/markets-festivals/india-berlin-film-festival-123665
3518/  

 
14 February 2026 United News of India 
 Indian News Agency 
 Mentions FT as part of Indian films at Berlinale 

https://www.uniindia.com/~/from-not-a-hero-to-restored-classics-india-shines-
at-berlin-film-festival/Entertainment/news/3740932.html  

 
16 February 2026 Screen Daily 
 Trade Magazine 
 Announcing World Sale  

https://www.screendaily.com/news/indian-documentary-flying-tigers-acquire
d-for-sales-ahead-of-berlinale-forum-premiere/5213956.article  
   

16 February 2026 Asian Movie Pulse 
 Online film magazine with Asian focus 
 Review 

https://asianmoviepulse.com/2026/02/flying-tigers-2026/  
 
18 February 2026 taz - die tageszeitung 
 Berlin weekly newspaper & daily online news 
 Positive review 
 https://taz.de/Dokumentarfilm-Flying-Tigers/!6154745/  
 
18 February 2026 Hessische Niedersächsische Allgemeine 
 German daily newspaper - print 
 Positive review 
 
18 February 2026 ARD Tagesthemen 
 German public broadcaster, daily news journal 
 Report on extraordinary Berlinale films, with mini interview 
 https://www.tagesschau.de/tagesthemen/video-1556736.html  
 
19 February 2026 Mint 
 Indian business and financial daily newspaper + online news 
 Positive review 

https://www.livemint.com/mint-lounge/art-and-culture/flying-tigers-madhusr
ee-dutta-docu-fiction-essay-berlinale-11771487171342.html  

 
20 February 2026 International Documentary Association 
 Online documentary platform 
 Interview with Ritesh Mehta 

https://documentary.org/online-feature/construction-madhusree-dutta-talks-b
ridging-history-and-memory-her-berlinale  
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20 February 2026 Arte TV 
 German-French public TV broadcaster 
 Interview 

https://www.arte.tv/de/videos/129906-017-A/flying-tigers-interview-mit-madhu
sree-dutta/  

 
20 February 2026 India Today 
 News channel 
 Positive review 

https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/leisure/story/20260302-memorys-hidden-
tigers-madhusree-duttas-flying-tigers-2871648-2026-02-20  

 
February 2026 Goethe Institut (Freiraum magazine) 
 Online Magazine 
 Interview 

https://www.goethe.de/prj/yim/de/mag/das.html  
 

22 February 2026 Ming Pao 
 Hong Kong daily newspaper print & online 
 Mention of FT in an overview article 
 
Still pending: 
- Interview with Poulomi Das for The Swaddle 
- Interview with Shubham Sharma for High on Films 
- Interview with Meenakshi Shedde for Hindustan Times 
  
 
 

 
 

PR Report for “FLYING TIGERS” 
Berlinale 2026 

https://www.arte.tv/de/videos/129906-017-A/flying-tigers-interview-mit-madhusree-dutta/
https://www.arte.tv/de/videos/129906-017-A/flying-tigers-interview-mit-madhusree-dutta/
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/leisure/story/20260302-memorys-hidden-tigers-madhusree-duttas-flying-tigers-2871648-2026-02-20
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/leisure/story/20260302-memorys-hidden-tigers-madhusree-duttas-flying-tigers-2871648-2026-02-20
https://www.goethe.de/prj/yim/de/mag/das.html


 
ARTICLES 
 
January 2026 Caligari 
 Online film magazine 
 Mentioned as one of the highlights in the Forum program 

https://caligari.com.ar/en/the-selection-for-the-berlinale-2026-forum-and-foru
m-expanded-sections-was-announced/  

 
 
“Also standing out is Flying Tigers by Indian writer and director Madhusree Dutta, a work that 
combines historical research and archival material to reflect on war and collective memory.”
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 FT mentioned as one of the highlights in the program 
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18 February 2026 taz - die tageszeitung 
 Berlin weekly newspaper & daily online news 
 Positive review 
 https://taz.de/Dokumentarfilm-Flying-Tigers/!6154745/ 
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Translation (deepl.com): 
Accomplices in research 
 
Using a variety of aesthetic devices, Indian filmmaker Madhusree Dutta tells the story of a journey 
in her documentary film “Flying Tigers.”  
 
By Silvia Hallensleben 
 
Even illnesses have their productive sides, alongside pain and suffering. In this film by Madhusree 
Dutta, this is true in two ways: first, there was her mother's dementia, which brought back 
unexpected memories of her childhood in Assam in northeast India, astonishing the director and 
prompting her to research her family history. And then there is the coronavirus epidemic, the 
circumstances of which Dutta brings together in a conversation in a Cologne pub with another 
explorer: the Chinese artist and media theorist Mi You, whose family roots lie in the southern  
Chinese city of Kunming. 
 
A place that was connected to Assam for four years during World War II by a US airlift that supplied 
Yunnan, isolated by Japanese troops, with ammunition and supplies from airfields in the 
Brahmaputra Valley across the mountains – including 5,000 mules. “The Hump” was a logistically 
complex and dangerous operation due to treacherous winds, which caused so many of the small 
planes to crash that the farmers living below the route integrated their parts into their material 
culture. 
 
And the infrastructure required for the pilots, known as the “Flying Tigers,” and their aircraft had 
such a profound impact on the ecological balance of the region that real tigers left their jungle 
habitat and began roaming the tea plantations, which were also inhabited by humans. Kunming, in 
turn, transformed from a sleepy rural town into a colorful melting pot, where the black market 
flourished along with the goods flown in. 
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Floating islands 
 
A British colonial piano from Assam also ended up in You's family's living room. And their 
connection through the first airlift in history, known as “The Hump,” made Dutta and You neighbors 
across postcolonial political borders and thus also accomplices in their research. 
 
The third member of the trio is Purav Goswani from Assam, who guides the film crew to the remains 
of the former Ledo Road between India and Burma. And to the “Chars,” floating islands in the 
Brahmaputra River that are cultivated by Miya farmers. Their situation, already affected by 
discrimination, has recently been exacerbated by the implementation of the National Register of 
Citizens, which threatens people with insufficiently documented Assamese nationality with 
internment. 
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18 February 2026 Hessische Niedersächsische Allgemeine 
 German daily newspaper - print 
 Positive review 
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18 February 2026 ARD Tagesthemen 
 German public broadcaster, daily news journal 
 Report on extraordinary Berlinale films, with mini interview 
 https://www.tagesschau.de/tagesthemen/video-1556736.html  
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19 February 2026 Mint 
 Indian business and financial daily newspaper + online news 
 Positive review 

https://www.livemint.com/mint-lounge/art-and-culture/flying-tigers-madhusr
ee-dutta-docu-fiction-essay-berlinale-11771487171342.html  
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 Online documentary platform 
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 German-French public TV broadcaster 
 Interview 

https://www.arte.tv/de/videos/129906-017-A/flying-tigers-interview-mit-madhu
sree-dutta/  
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22 February 2026 Ming Pao 
 Hong Kong daily newspaper print & online 
 Mention of FT in an overview article 
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