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Land : D e u t s c h l a n d 1 9 9 6 . P roduk t i on : M a r c o M ü n d t . B u c h , Re­
gie : M a t t h i a s E h l e r t , L u t z P e h n e r t . K a m e r a : G u n t h e r B e c h e r . T o n : 
O l a f B u b i i t z , G e r d J ä k e l , T o r s t e n R e g l i n . S chn i t t : C a t h e r i n e 
S t e g h e n s . Dramaturg ie : S i l v i a K a u f f e l d t . Redakt ion: J o h a n n e s U n g e r 
( O R B ) . P r oduzen t : L e w H o h m a n n . Sp reche r : M i c h a e l T e l l o k e . 
U r a u f f ü h r u n g : 5. O k t o b e r 1 9 9 6 , 4 . D o k f i l m W e r k s t a t t a u f P o e l . 
Format : V i d e o , F a r b e . L ä n g e : 4 3 M i n u t e n . 
Wel t ve r t r i eb : T e l e P o t s d a m , M e d i e n h a u s , A u g u s t - B e b e l - S t r . 2 6 -
5 3 , 1 4 4 8 2 P o t s d a m , T e l . : 0 3 3 1 - 7 2 1 5 3 2 5 ; F a x : 0 3 3 1 - 7 2 1 5 3 2 6 . 
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1 9 8 7 geg ründe t e K o l o n n e ist j e t z t n o c h i m s t i l l g e l e g t e n S i e m e n s -
M a r t i n - W e r k m i t A u f r ä u m a r b e i t e n beschäft igt . Z u r F u r c h t v o r d e m 
Rück fa l l i n d e n A l k o h o l k o m m t n u n d i e v o r d e r A r b e i t s l o s i g k e i t . 
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b r i g a d e n , d i e es g e s c h a f f t ha t , m i t e i n e m A B M - u n d K u r z a r b e i t e r -
M o d e l l z u ü b e r l e b e n . 
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U m f e l d , d e n R ü c k f a l l . Er b e g l e i t e t s i e z u d e n ' E n t g i f t u n g e n ' u n d 
T h e r a p i e n in d i e S u c h t s t a t i o n d e r L a n d e s k l i n i k B r a n d e n b u r g . 
D e r F i l m s c h i l d e r t a u c h d i e K o n f l i k t e d e r Ä r z t e , d i e b e i d e n hä r te ­
s t e n Fä l l en n u r z u s e h e n k ö n n e n , w i e s i e s t e r b e n . 
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F r e i e n Un i ve r s i t ä t s t u d i e r t e e r P h i l o s o p h i e , G e s c h i c h t e u n d G e r ­
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K u l t u r r e p o r t a g e n für d i e A R D . B R A N D ist s e i n e r s t e r h a l b l a n g e r 
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1 9 9 3 : Herman van Veen. 1 9 9 5 : Auf der Flucht zum Sieg. 1 9 9 6 : 
B R A N D . 
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A f i l m a b o u t a n a l c o h o l i c s ' w o r k g r o u p i n t h e S tee l W o r k s 
in B r a n d e n b u r g . F o u n d e d i n 1 9 8 7 , t h e g r o u p is n o w 
b u s y w i t h c l e a r i n g t a s k s i n t h e n o w c l o s e d f a c t o r y S i e ­
m e n s - M a r t i n . In a d d i t i o n t o f e a r i n g a r e l a p s e i n t o a l c o ­
h o l i s m , t h e y a r e a n x i o u s a b o u t b e i n g o u t o f w o r k . T h e 
g r o u p is t h e o n l y o n e o f 1 0 0 G D R a l c o h o l i c s w o r k e r s ' 
g a n g s w h i c h w a s a b l e t o s u r v i v e t h a n k s t o a m o d e l b a s e d 
o n p a r t - t i m e w o r k o r A B M (State W o r k P r o g r a m ) . 
T h e f i l m p o r t r a y s m e m b e r s o f t h e g r o u p , t h e i r w o r k , t h e i r 
s o c i a l m i l i e u , t h e i r r e l a p s e s . It f o l l o w s t h e m t o d e t o ­
x i f i c a t i o n a n d a d d i c t i o n t h e r a p i e s i n t h e B r a n d e n b u r g 
c l i n i c . 
T h e f i l m a l s o d e s c r i b e s t h e c o n f l i c t s o f t h e m e d i c a l staff . 
In s o m e c a s e s , t h e y c o u l d n ' t d o m u c h b e y o n d w a t c h i n g 
t h e i r p a t i e n t s d i e . 
T h e v i c i o u s c i r c l e o f w o r k - r e l a p s e - d r y i n g o u t is b r u t a l 
a n d s e e m i n g l y u n s t o p p a b l e . T h e r e is a n e v e n w o r s e 
p r o s p e c t i n t h a t t h e s p e c i a l w o r k g r o u p h a s t o b e 
d i s s o l v e d b y t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r if n o f u n d s c a n b e r u s t l e d 
u p . T h e r e is l i t t l e h o p e t h a t t h e e m p l o y m e n t o f f i c e w i l l 
o f f e r a n y h e l p . 

B io f i lmography 
Mat th ias Ehlert w a s b o r n o n M a y 3 r d , 1 9 6 7 in B e r l i n . 
H e g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e F ree U n i v e r s i t y B e r l i n w i t h a d e g r e e 
in p h i l o s o p h y , h i s t o r y a n d G e r m a n l i t e r a t u r e . S i n c e 1 9 9 1 
M a t t h i a s E h l e r t h a s b e e n w o r k i n g as a j o u r n a l i s t , p r o ­
d u c i n g c u l t u r a l r e p o r t s f o r t h e A R D . 
B R A N D is h i s f i r s t m e d i u m l e n g t h d o c u m e n t a r y . 
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S i n c e 1 9 9 2 h e has b e e n w o r k i n g as a j o u r n a l i s t p r o d u c i n g 
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