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Girl Talk features poet and critical theorist Fred Moten dancing in 
slow motion, or ‘dragged time,’ to an a cappella rendition of Bet-
ty Carter’s jazz standard “Girl Talk,” here reinterpreted and per-
formed by musician Josiah Wise. Wearing a velvet cloak covered 
in jewels, Moten turns euphorically in a sunlit garden as the crys-
tals adorning his body refract pink, blue, and green rays. 

In exploring the figure of the drag queen and the mother, Moten 
and Tsang, poet and artist, remain unfixed in any one persona.

2015, single-channel video installation, color, 4 min., English. 
Producer Wu Tsang. Production company Class Productions (Los 
Angeles, USA). Director of photography Wu Tsang, boychild. Pro-
duction design boychild. Music Josiah Wise. Editor Wu Tsang. 
With Fred Moten. 

Wu Tsang, born in 1982 in Worcester, USA, lives and works in Los 
Angeles. Tsang is an artist, performer, and filmmaker. She stud-
ied at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (B.F.A., 2004), 
and at the Interdisciplinary Studio at UCLA/University of Cali-
fornia (M.F.A., 2010). Her films, performances, and installations 
have been presented at museums and film festivals internation-
ally. Tsang is a 2014 Rockefeller Bellagio Creative Arts Fellow and 
a 2015 Creative Capital Fellow.

Films
2012: Tied & True (7 min.), Wildness (74 min.), Mishima in Mexico 
(15 min.). 2013: You’re Dead to Me (12 min.). 2015: Girl Talk.

Contact: wutsangstudio@gmail.com
http://wutsang.com
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