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With Les oxymores de la raison Kader Attia has created an ex-
pansive video library containing interviews with philosophers, 
ethnologists, historians, psychiatrists, psychoanalysts, musi-
cologists, patients, healers, fetishists, and griots. Its volumes 
are edited according to themes like “Genocide,” “Totem and Fet-
ish,” “Reason and Politics,” or “Trance.” The videos make up an 
essay on psychiatric pathology as it is perceived in traditional 
non-western as well as in modern western societies. In its mix 
of rational explanations and irrational representations of what 
the west calls psychiatry, the work is particularly concerned with 
the question of the unrepairable, inherent in the idea of “repair,” 
and calls into question the ambivalence of the psyche of modern 
western societies towards traditional non-western ones. 
Attia’s library not only points to reason’s oxymorons but also to 
history’s oxymorons and the ambivalent nature of historical pro-
gress that can be regarded as a process of injury and repair leav-
ing its traces in social psychopathology. 
In the Forum Expanded exhibition, the four volumes “Ancestors,” 
“Virtual/Real,” “Group,” and “Modernity” will be presented.

2015, 4-channel video installation, color, 60 min., French, 
English. Producer Kader Attia (Berlin, Germany), La Biennale de 
Lyon (Lyon, France). Director of photography Kader Attia. Editor 
Kader Attia. 
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Kader Attia, born in 1970 in Dugny, France, lives and works in Ber-
lin and Algiers. Attia grew up in both Algeria and the suburbs of 
Paris, and uses this experience of living as a part of two cultures 
as a starting point to develop a dynamic practice that reflects on 
aesthetics and ethics in different cultures. He takes a poetic and 
symbolic approach to exploring the wide-ranging repercussions 
of western modern cultural hegemony and colonialism on non-
western cultures, investigating identity politics of historical and 
colonial eras, from tradition to modernity, creating a genealogy 
of our globalized world in the process.

Films
2004: Normal City #1,2,3 (3 min.), Shadows (3 min.), Photos Stories 
(17 min.). 2006: Marie-Thérèse (4 min.), Misunderstanding (10 
min.). 2007: The Lute’s Voice (6 min.), Oil and Sugar #1 (5 min.), 
Oil and Sugar #2 (5 min.). 2009: The Oud’s Voice (5 min.), Water 
Kaaba (8 min.). 2010: Inspiration – Conversation (14 min.), Cousous 
Aftermaths (10 min.), Void’s Geometries (4 min.). 2011: Collages 
(60 min.). 2012: Introduction to the repair (6 min.), History of 
Reappropriation, Architecture as a stake (17 min.). 2013: Sounds of 
Reappropriation (12 min.). 2014: The Music Box (7 min.), Silence’s 
Injuries (14 min.). 2015: Les oxymores de la raison / Reason’s 
Oxymorons.


