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A p r i l 2nd, 1983 

Dear Chr i s toph : 

Here i s a short de s c r i p t i on of the 
f i l m I propose to make with the mem­
bers of the Braunschweig f i l m c l a s s . 
During the w inter semester of 1982 -
1983, we spent a week in a d i s cu s s i on 
of the t h e o r e t i c a l foundation of expe­
r imental f i l m . The students and I de­
veloped the idea of f i l m ' s n e c e s s a r i l y 
r e f l e c t i n g an ideo logy , and d i scussed 
methods by which we could use f i l m so 
that the ideo logy i t r e f l e c t e d was one 
with which we were i n sympathy. Next 
year I would l i k e to make such a f i l m 
with the students. I t s subject w i l l be 
something we share in common: my 
fore igness ( in Germany), the f i l m 
theory we are d i s cu s s i n g , the teach ing 
s i t u a t i o n , and the f a c t that we speak 
in a language which i s not that of the 

students ( Eng l i s h ) . A major aspect of 
the r a d i c a l f i l m theory I propose i s 
that we t r y to make f i l m s which do not 
i n s i s t that a l l viewers adapt t h e i r 
perceptions to that of the f i lmmaker: 
f i l m s i n which the viewer i s given 
space to t h i nk f o r him- or he r s e l f . Bu t 
i t i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n f o r the theory 
to be presented, imparted to the c l a s s 
by a male f i g u r e of au tho r i t y in a 
language that i s not even that of the 
students. So i n the f i l m the students 
w i l l teach the f o re i gn v i s i t i n g pro­
fes sor how to speak h i s theory i n 
t h e i r language. In so do ing, i t w i l l 
undercut the cur rents of au tho r i t y and 
p a t r i a r c h i c a l values that the teaching 
s i t u a t i o n i m p l i e s , whi le a l so r ep re ­
senting these values through the mouth 
of the one who proposes them, but i n 
words that he h imsel f cannot under­
stand. The f i l m i n g w i l l take place i n 
several s e t t i n g s in the a r t schoo l : the 
mensa, the admin i s t r a t i on o f f i c e s , the 
parking l o t s . Students and v i s i t i n g 
professor w i l l f i l m , tape sound, and 
e d i t together , so that i t i s a t r u l y 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e p r o j e c t . 
Is t h i s OK? I have to go to work now. 
I hope you are wel l and happy. 

Grahame 
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